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What’s on at The Windmill
 23rd November The Windmill’s Alternative Christmas Light Switch on

 

Saturday 6th December 8pm 

 

 

Have a glass of Baileys with us and decorate some Baubles

 

Tarka Blowpig presents, the Windmills Mega Christmas Quiz Raising money for
MNDA Cash Prizes, and Beer to be won!

 

Join us and The Rascals for an evening of dancing and drinking
Tickets £10 from the bar, include buffet and a glass of fizz No

theme just pop your glad rags on and be here for a boogie!

 

-Booking Essential

 

Christmas chaos quiz type thingy in aid of Rugby Autism charities
(rumour has it there’s a snowball fight)

Join us for Live Music, Themed bar snacks and Great Ale as
we turn on our Christmas pub lights

 

New Years Eve- TICKET ONLY EVENT 7:30PM

 

Live music from Amie and Duncan pop down and sing along to your
Christmas favourites Join in our Christmas Jumper competition to win a

boozy Christmas hamper!

Sunday 21st December 4pm 

Tuesday 16th December - Bailey’s and Baubles

Thursday 28th -Sun 30th-Winter Ale Festival

7th December Wreath Making with Hannah 1pm
Simon’s Christmas Crackers Quiz

Friday 19th December 8pm - Christmas Singalong

1 North Street, Rugby CV21 2AB  01788 221303

Christmas Day - open 11am-2pm 

Tuesday 23rd December 7pm
The Scutters sing the Windmill 

Followed by

Spitfire play Sunday 4pm 

Rugby CAMRA’s pub of the year runner up 2024
set in the heart of Rugby Town, A Traditional Real Ale Inn

Synthmachine LIVE



A Welcome from the Editor
Welcome to the Autumn edition of Inn Touch

Now it seems that the very good summer has left us and the
nights are getting longer and colder, don't despair get your

warmer clothes out of the wardrobe and take a nice walk to your
local hostelry; hopefully with a roaring log fire and a choice of fine

ales; I promise you will soon forget about summer.

This will be our last edition before Christmas, all of us at Rugby
CAMRA wish our readers advertisers and licensees a very Happy

Christmas
Don't forget your pub needs you!

Cheers to you all!
Steve Durrant 

Editor Inn Touch

Apology
In the summer issue we wrongly

stated that the Shoulder of
Mutton in Grandborough had

been bought by the Essence of
India. We have been informed by

the owners that this is false
information. We would like to

apologise to the owners for any
embarrassment caused by
ourselves at Rugby CAMRA

About Inn Touch
Inn Touch is the self-published

magazine of the Rugby and
District branch of CAMRA. It has
a print run of 2000 copies and is
distributed by branch members

to over 100 pubs in the local
area. If you are visiting, and
enjoying a pint in the Rugby

area, all the content you read
here in Inn Touch is

geographically relevant.

www.rugby.camra.org.uk

editor@rugby.camra.org.uk

3www.join.camra.org.uk



Can you do all 48? 
In late September, the 2026 edition of CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide was
published. Congratulations to the five pubs and one club in Rugby that
have made it into this year’s guide. Well done to the Cherry Tree in
Catthorpe, the Classroom and the Unicorn in Lutterworth, the White Hart
in South Kilworth and the Chequers in Swinford in Leicestershire. There is
also the Admiral Nelson at Braunston and the Wheatsheaf in
Northamptonshire that we look after that also made it.

All have shown that they serve consistently
excellent cask ales throughout the past year and
are deserved of their place in CAMRA’s flagship
publication. We also know that we have many

other great pubs in our area that sell exceptional
ales and in many other regions, would walk into the

guide. We only have six entries for the
Warwickshire area, five for Leicestershire and two

for Northamptonshire though and the choice is
both difficult and democratically chosen by local
CAMRA members. Better luck next year for those

that didn’t make it.

The question is though; Can you visit all 48 pubs in Warwickshire, in this
years guide? What a challenge it could be. From our most northerly pub
in the county - the Bird in Hand at Austrey to the deep south and the
Black Horse and Thirst Edition in Shipston on Stour. .
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The pubs of the major towns like Nuneaton, Leamington or Stratford are
relatively easy pickings. How about the Broom Tavern near the
Worcestershire border or the classic Case is Altered near Solihull though.
There’s a whole county out there to discover

There is no prize, just the satisfaction of completing an amazing
challenge. You have until September 2027, when the next Good Beer
Guide will be out. So get yourself a copy and start ticking off the pubs.
You only have to do one a week and it’s a great way of supporting our
local pubs.

Can You Do All 48?
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I know nothing about wine. I can tell the difference between a red and a white, but
that is about my limit. So when a new wine bar opened in Rugby last October, I
was frankly not that interested. I really should have paid more attention and have
now realised that it offers the town’s beer drinkers a chance to try some very
unusual beers.

Kabinett on Regent Street was opened by
Californian Blane Nissen and has quietly carved
out a niche in what he describes as an untapped
market in town. Blane has been working in the
wine industry for most of his adult life. He started
in the fields by pruning vines in a San Diego
vineyard and has proceeded through a number of
wine brokering jobs, until he landed in Britain
with his English wife. His journey continued by
working in London and as a sommelier at the
Michelin starred Carters of Mosely. Finally in
October 2024 he opened his first wine bar in
what is now his home town.

The bar has always offered the choice of beers, but this was enhanced when local
beer guru Matt Swinfen started supplying beers from his own range in June this
year. A permanent rotating tap was introduced and brewers like Beak, Azvex,
Pomona Island, Track and Mils now adorn the fridge. In future Blane hopes to run
tap takeovers and have guest speakers talking about what we all love, beer.

The Black Horse
The Black Horse in Bilton has reopened after a
substantial refurbishment. All parts of the pub have been
modernised to a high standard and the results are
fabulous.
Food is now being served daily, with lunch and drink
offers from Monday to Saturday and a two offer on from
Monday to Thursday. There are still three real ales being
sold, that have a CAMRA discount on Monday to
Thursday. Timothy Taylor Landlord, Black Sheep Bitter
and Draught Bass were in fine form when I visited
recently.
The place looks set for a bright future and Rugby CAMRA
wish it all the best. -Richard Potter

Above -The Black Horse
has a new look

OPENING UP THE KABINETT



The Great Western

The Great Western at Deppers Bridge - just south of Southam - has reopened in mid
September. The pub has risen like a pheonix after lying derelict for the last 12 years.
This is one of the best pub news stories in years.

The pub was built around 1850 to serve the workers on the nearby Great Western
Railway and the Southam Road and Harbury Station. The station may be long gone,
but the pub has lived on. From the unused front door, the pub opens into what
easily could have once been the station waiting room. It is now the bar, but with
tables placed for dining. There is an open snug on the right and walking past the
serving area on the left, the pub opens out to a large dining area at the rear.
Outside there is plenty of seating on a large patio area. There is also a large cycle
rack for us keen cyclists and a handily placed bus stop for buses from Southam and
Leamington.

There are three real ales on the bar. Draught Bass is going to permanently available
with a strikingly dazzling pump clip. The other two beers are from Warwickshire
breweries, Purity and Saddleback. There is also an extensive menu selling pub
classics.
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Local businessman Shane Bland
bought it last October and has
undergone an 18 week restoration
managed by Siobhan Dodd. It’s
most famous feature has been
meticulously renovated with the
help of Colin. You can sip your pint
looking up to the G scale model
railway engine as it trundles around
the track above your head.
It’s fantastic to see the Great
Western open again after all these
years. It is especially pleasing that
it’s a village pub too. It’s time to
catch a pint once again.

The Great Western above has
reopened after 12 years



Members
of Rugby

CAMRA
enjoying 

the
festival
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Rugby CAMRA have been visiting the Harbury Beer Festival for more years than I
care to remember and in August we set off on our usual minibus expedition. 
It has to be said that Harbury are really bucking the trend these days with National
CAMRA announcing cancellation of their Great British Beer Festival next year and
most recently Oxford cancelling theirs. Each year there is a theme with the beers.
This year it was 30 beers from Mid Derbyshire (niche!). Morris Men and a band on
the Saturday. Tombola, festival glasses, beers straight from the cask which in my
opinion were excellent both in quality and range. They even had an app! But this is
what we have come to expect from Harbury so what's the secret. Well for me it's
the atmosphere. This friendly little venue is in a village miles from anywhere which
should work against them but in fact adds to it's appeal. 

So keep an eye out for it next year it's always around about the same time.
Congratulations Heart of Warwickshire CAMRA on another brilliant beer festival.
-Stuart Caldwell

Add to this the opportunity to visit local
pubs of which there are three and we
managed to squeeze in the Crown and the
Shakespeare both having an excellent range
of cask beers on. I hope to be visiting this
great little beer festival for many years to
come. As we always say in CAMRA use or lose

Harbury Beer Festival





Footnote
Sadly the Great British Beer festival did not get the
numbers they were hoping for and as a result, the 2026
Great British Beer festival and the winter ales festivals
have both been cancelled.

The Great British
Beer Festival

Live music was playing in the early evening
with a queen tribute band.
Overall we all had a great day at great
British bar festival in Birmingham, great
venue and great to see it back in the
Midlands. -Steve Durrant

TRADE DAY AT THE GBBF

Tuesday 5th of August was trade day at
the Great British beer festival. A few of us

had invites to attend along with various
licensees and brewers from in and around

Rugby area.

Last time it was in Birmingham was 1983 at the
Bingley Halls which sadly burnt down. So the
1984 festival could not take place.

I was very pleased to see it came back to the Midlands after such a long
time.

Getting there for opening time, we found the venue very easy to access
with ample seating for such a large event.

The choice of beers was tremendous with approximately 700 and ciders to
work through. The brewery bars were all very well run with plenty of
choices from some of Britain’s flagship Breweries.
On a personal note I felt there were a few too many foreign beers and key
keg beers available.
There was a good selection of pub games and competitions going on
throughout the day.
Food choices were very varied to include vegan and gluten-free options.
A large merchant stall with lots of pub/brewery related articles for sale.
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Friday 1st of August Village pub crawl
The first Friday in August saw us venture out on one of our village pub
crawls.
Leaving the Raglan Arms our first stop was the Kings Head Napton, a
pub on a crossroads that has been tastefully refurbished and is run by
Hook Norton brewery.
My choice here was the 4.3% Off The Hook, a tasty mid strength hoppy
bitter.
Next we visited The Napton Cidery, unfortunately they had an event
on and told us they were unable to serve the public.
Onto the Folly in Napton, we were made very welcome in this lovely
old tucked away pub by the Oxford Canal, Old Hooky was my choice
here.
Next we found ourselves at the Nelson club Stockton a large club with
lots of drinking areas, pool darts and TV showing sport.
The staff and customers were very friendly. Timothy Taylors Landlord
was the pint here.
Round the corner to The Crown at Stockton once again this brilliant
village pub was really busy with all age groups Wye Valley Butty Bach
was my choice here.
Next door was The Boat at Birdingbury Wharf but unfortunately like
the last time we visited it was closed.
Last call of the night was The Green Man in Dunchurch very much a
popular village local with a good crowd in when we arrived. The choice
here was Timothy Taylor’s landlord.
Time to head home after another successful trip around some lovely
village pubs
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Cheers!
Steve Durrant



Landlord Graham and his
handcrafted pork pies

The Seven Stars of Rugby: A Legacy of Pork Pies, Pints, and
Community

Nestled in the heart of Albert Square, Rugby, the Seven Stars pub has stood
as a beacon of warmth, tradition, and real ale since the 19th century. Its

story begins in the 1860s when it was established as a beer house, selling
ale alongside bread as the then owner, Samuel Chester, was a baker. By 1875
the pub had been taken over by William Goode, a local pork butcher whose
passion for crafting sausages and pork pies laid the foundation for a legacy
that continues to this day. William Goode wasn’t just a publican, he was a

master butcher crafting pork pies & sausages, which were no doubt served
alongside a pint of traditional ale & convivial conversation.

History Repeats Itself: 
Graham’s Homemade Fare
In a delightful twist of fate, the
current landlord, Graham, has

revived William Goode’s culinary
tradition. With a background in

catering and a deep love for real
ale, Graham now handcrafts his own

pork pies. His Scotch eggs and
sausage rolls have also become

local favourites, echoing the spirit
of Goode’s original offerings.

Ales, Awards, and Atmosphere
Fast forward to the present, and the Seven Stars remains a cornerstone of
Rugby’s pub scene. Known for its exceptional cask ales, the pub has earned
accolades from CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale), including multiple “Pub of
the Year” awards. Its back bar offers a quiet retreat, while the front buzzes
with events, live music, and the unmistakable hum of good conversation.
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More Than a Pub
The Seven Stars isn’t just about food and drink. It’s a celebration of Rugby
—both the town and the sport. Decorated with memorabilia and regularly
showing Premiership & International matches, the pub is a gathering place
for fans and families alike. Its courtyard garden, snug, and community
events make it a true local institution.
From William Goode’s butcher’s block to Graham’s bar menu, the Seven
Stars has always been about more than just pints—it’s about people,
pride, and the enduring joy of a well-made pork pie. So next time you’re in
Rugby, head to Albert Square. Order a pint, grab a pork pie, and raise a
toast to William Goode. 

Because at the Seven Stars, history isn’t just remembered—it’s served up
fresh, with mustard on the side. - Lisa
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BRIGHT FUTURE FOR THE CROWN

Rugby CAMRA welcome the new licensees at the Newbold Crown. Last year our
branch along with many other locals and councillors fought hard to stop houses
being built on their car park. Now with Richard and Sarah in charge, the future
looks bright.

For Richard Twining and Sarah Dobric it is their first pub they can call home. The
couple - who met in the haulage industry - have already took temporary charge of
the Two Boats in Long Itchington and Richard has looked after the Victoria in town.
They are now anticipating a great future in this Punch Tavern and Sarah says she
loves working with her best friend.

I love having a beer in Newbold. Both landlords are like myself called Richard.
There’s a joke there somewhere, but they are really two of the best around. -
Richard Potter

They recently have had a Cask Marque
inspection which gave their ales a 5 star
report. They had St Austell Tribute and Sharps
Atlantic on when I last visited and Richard is
hoping to add an extra hand pump in the
autumn. Monday and Tuesday pints are 50
pence cheaper.

In early November the Crown is going to be
refurbished. This will not close the pub as the
Black Horse was, but some parts of this 1930’s
pub will be out of action. After it is complete
food will be back on the menu

Upcoming events include the legendary Dukes
Jetty on the 25th of October - which is a
memorial day for Louise McKenzie - and the
Bearcats are playing on the 22nd of
November. There will also be a festive event
on the 12th of December.

Sarah & Richard- Newbold Crown 
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WILD ABOUT BEER?

Those of you who know who we are, won’t be surprised that our first
article is a little ‘off-piste’ - because that’s what we do.

We suspect that readers of Inn Touch know exactly how most beers are
made, using malted barley, traditional hop varieties such as Goldings
and Fuggles and yeast. But over the past twenty years we’ve seen the
growth of crisper hoppier beers – Citra, Mosaic, Simcoe and a
multitude of new strains of hops rising in popularity. Malts have also
become more diverse, but Caramalt still dominates among the big-
name brewers, and brewer’s yeast (Saccharomyces) has remained
relatively consistent. But what happens if you allow wild, natural
yeasts loose on your prized wort?

For centuries, natural
fermentation was the only
option, and although it has
been an enduring part of the
Belgian and Scandinavian
brewing scene - some of you
will be familiar with lambics
and guezes - the naturally
sour notes and flavours that
develop, can be divisive. 

This type of brewing almost completely disappeared from the UK,
but a handful of brewers have kept this natural style going, and with
the emergence of deliberately ‘sour’ beers in the last 15 years have
produced a renewed interest in this category.
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Whilst most modern brewers typically use commercially refined yeasts
to deliberately create this style, naturally exposing the wort to airborne
strains produces results that can be very distinctive (and
unpredictable).



Brettanomyces yeast tends to produce some earthy, dusty notes, while
Lactobacillus and Pediococcus produce distinctly sour notes – think old-
school scrumpy cider – and these beers often have the addition of fruits
such as cherries, apricots and plums to soften them slightly, and give a
delicious tartness.

Ten years ago, Genevieve and Jonny Mills started brewing their ‘wild’
beers in Gloucestershire, using whole leaf hops and floor malted grains,
eschewing temperature control and storing their beers for 2 to 4 years in
barrels that have contained wines, spirits and ciders – then blending
barrels together to produce lightly sparkling beers that continue to bottle
condition after they’ve found their way to Kabinett Vinbar on Regent
Street. Hopefully we’ll have a ‘meet the brewer’ evening with Mills in the
near future as a member of the family is a Rugby resident, but for now
you’re very welcome to come and try some truly exciting wild beer with us
.- Matt
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For more on Kabinett Vinbar see our article on page 5





Regular Local Pub EntertainmentRegular Local Pub Entertainment
Often subject to change,

please check with the host
website or social media

pages for more detail

Monday 
Quiz night 
Black Horse, Bilton 
Green Man, Dunchurch 
Real Ale Classroom, Lutterworth 
Merchants (last in month)
The Bull Inn, Clifton
The Bell, Hillmorton (every other
Monday)
Newbold Crown - Open Mic

Tuesday 
Quiz night / Other 
The Bear 
Bull
Waterside, Hillmorton 
Raglan - Board Games Club
Music Quiz :Royal Oak, Crick (last
Tuesday of the month)
Music:
Acoustic Jam, The Stag and
Pheasant, Newton (Third Tuesday of
the month)

Wednesday
 Quiz night 
George, Bilton 
Royal Oak, Crick 
White Hart, South Kilworth (fortnightly) 
Open Mic
Squirrel Inn - 
Buck and Bell, Long 
Itchington (2nd Wednesday of the month)
The Bull Inn, Clifton (2  Wed of the month)nd

Games Night -Quigleys

Thursday 
Quiz night 
Town & County Club (last in month) 
Admiral Nelson, Braunston
Friendly Inn, Frankton (last in
month) 
Raglan (alt. Thursdays) 
Victoria Inn
Windmill Music Quiz (Last
Thursday)
The Stag & Pheasant, Newton
Save the White Lion - Pailton
Village Hall (monthly) 
Music 
Town & County Club - jam session
(1st & 3rd in month) 
Quigleys - live music 
Knightley Arms, Yelvertoft - folk
(2nd in month) 
Bingo Royal Oak, Crick

Wurzel Bush Folk Club, Rugby
West Indian Association,
Railway Terrace,
Rugby (every other Thursday)

Friday 
Music 
Quigleys - live music 
Prince of Wales - karaoke
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Pub NewsPub News

Regular Local Pub Entertainment

Continued

Regular Local Pub Entertainment
Continued

Saturday
Music 
Quigleys - traditional Irish music 
Prince of Wales - live music 
Squirrel Inn - live music

Sunday 
Quiz night 
Red Lion, Crick (last in month) 
Red Lion, Kilsby (last in month) 
Rugby Tap (3  in Month)rd

Windmill (3d in Month) 
Music 
Lawford Arms (fortnightly)
Windmill (fortnightly)
Squirrel (most Sundays) 
Prince of Wales - karaoke
Rugby Tap Open Mic (1  in Month)st

Views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual authors and not
necessarily supported by CAMRA

Seven Stars
Redecorated and refurbished and are
having a party night on the 14th
November food and live music
Windmill - The courtyard garden is to
be enlarged
A beer festival is to be held in
November. along with other events
leading up to Christmas
Raglan Halloween party on Friday 31st
October with food and live music
Craft market at 10am Saturday 6th
December food available
Crown Newbold
New management team in the pub
reports are good
Refurbishment is to take place shortly
Black Horse Bilton
Has reopened after refurbishment

CV22 -Has now closed
Wheatsheaf Crick Has been sold but
is continuing to trade with reports of
good beer and food
Red Lion Kilsby-Having Xmas party
nights from 23rd November to 23rd
December
10% discount if booked before
November 20th
Cherry Tree Catthorpe-Various
events throughout December
including mini market and wine
tasting
Chequers Swinford -Events in
December including children's Xmas
party live music nights and bingo


